Literary Devices

	Device 
	Example
	Note

	
Allusion
A reference to a famous person or event in life or literature.
	
She is as pretty as the Mona Lisa.
	

	
Analogy
A comparison between two situations  
(very similar to simile and metaphor)
	
Speaking English is like climbing a mountain. 
	

	
Diction
A specific choice of words 
	Describing Light 

ominous glow vs. beaming light
	

	
Foreshadowing 
Hints of what is to come in the future 
	
Music cues in movies

	

	
Hyperbole

	
I'm so hungry I could eat a horse.
	

	
Imagery
Descriptive language that appeals to any or all of the 5 senses 
	
Her blue eyes were as bright as the Sun, blue as the sky, but soft as silk.

	

	
Metaphor
A comparison where something is said to be something else. 
	
He is a pig
She is an angel 
	

	
Personification 
Giving human qualities to non-human things. 
	
The wind screamed. 
The sun kissed the flowers 
	

	
Repetition
Repeating the same words or structures for an effect. 
	Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall;
All the King's horses and all the King's men
Couldn't put Humpty together again
	

	
Symbolism
An object that is used to mean more than just what it is. 
	
A rose is a symbol for love

	

	
Simile
A comparison that uses “like” or “as”
	
He is as strong as an ox
I am as fast as the wind 
	

	
Tone
The writer’s attitude or emotions towards the subject 
	
Scary, happy, nostalgic, tense, sarcastic, angry, etc. 
	

	
Plot
The events in a story 
	
	

	
Setting
The time and place where a story occurs 
	
	

	
Climax
The turning point in a story where the main problem is solved
	
	

	
Characterization 
Words or phrases that tell us something about a person’s character 
	- Describing a character’s appearance
- Showing a character’s actions
- Showing the reactions of others to that character 
	



